Indiana Health Network - FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program Application (WC Docket No. 02-60)
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Agpril 27, 2007

Marlene A Dimteh, Secretary

Ofiee of the Sepretary

Fudera] Compmuntostiong Comemission
236 Massazhasetts Avenao, NE Suits 110
Woshingtan, DC 20082

Donr Sooretary Doxtoh,
I axn writing i vegarde 1o the Foderal Communications Commission’s Rural Health Care

Bitot Pragram that ka boing planaed with the Indisna Heslth Network (THN) and
Washington County Memorial Hospital’s commitment 10 thin projeot.

Washington Coanty M ial Houpd ‘(WCM}I)ialot;mdmummnlttownvaﬁm
located In southesn Tndi Tha ad i mmnhn;mmwdmmnwcm
i o ined fo 1ian the standord of hesdth care In our ity and the di

aron, While this sres hs 8 Jarges muber of low lacome resideuts, :his;mjemwmld
puu}bdpﬁmpmplehvmgm We endonvor t0 daprove ancess 40 broadband and
connestivity thet will evmble and inorease with tolomodicine.

WOMH, through tie implemontation of THN, wonld be abie to initiats a botter method for
medizal asention to thebe ryurad mreas via talemedicing. We would e sble to inctali
hrostinod, cotnections with & point 1o point tTAD Kne &t 4 of owr autlying clinics. Three
of these clinie rosfue in soail low incoms rusd arves, By ading tuse date Brrs, we
will b able oy uovide betice, faster medical care respoises. Cur goal i to provided the
GOnReRtivity necesvaTy 30 the cligics are sbis to implement tho naw bifling softvars,
weens W patient modical information incleding Tmagiog provedures, end aceess li
canrrent and fusure software, ecocafion, and ssrvices installed at WOMH.

Chuw e i o install PACS by then end of 2007, !mpmved;mwmmwmpmzdc
physiciany gpd peromns] tith acoesy (o educutionel progrenss, o 8 , and
hesslth) information exchange.

The coltubamtion of WCME with LN will prove to be very benoficial thicughout the
state of Inds WCMH antieipate: tritmting o TN via sustomary monthly foed.
WOMH, an wyunl, is wiiling to lend The axpértiss of its staff 10 2id ofher in the shessnsful
implenentation of network scifvities throvghout the stete.

Your congiderstion 16 aatist WOMH regarding IFN is graady appreciated.

o ) ALgron e

ames 1. Stoggonan
Chisf Cperating Oﬁim
812-383.8523 diretx
812-520-5571 celt

isteapeman@yembospisal. oty

. Page 175



Indiana Health Network - FCC Rural Health Care Pilot Program Application (WC Docket No. 02-60): Page 176

May 3,2007

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
236 Massachusetts Avenue. NE, Suite 110
Washington. DC 20002

Dear Secretary Dortch:

As chairman of the Indiana Telehealth Advisory Consortium (TAC), | would like to
express my sincere support and enthusiasm for Indiana's proposal to participate inthe
FCC s Rural Wealth Care Pilot Program. 'Thispilot program will provide an un-matched
opportunity for rural health previders in Indiana to leverage health information
technology thar would ikely have not been available to them.

It has been encouraging io see multiple health providers. networks. universities and
telecommunications providers come together to collaborate on this proposal. Indiana has
a wealth of network management expertise in our own backvard and the FCC application
process itself has enlightened many to the possibilities.

This application has Inspired a non-partisan response for the ultimate benefit of Hoosier
patients. The TAC looks forward to providing support (awareness, education, promotion)
during the implementation of this comprehensivenetwork.

Sincerely,

(B

Greg Beck, Chairman
Indiana TAC

38537 Rosslyn Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46220
$66-397-6950
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0.0.0, Bloomington

902 Hospital

Administration
601 W. Second Street
P.O.Box 1149

May 32007 Bloomington, IN47402
, bloomingtonhospital org
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Secretary Dortch,

The Bloomington Hospital is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health Association and the multiple
organizations from across the State of Indiana that have partnered to develop an application for funding under
the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program.

The Bloomington Hospital is a Healthcare Organization that is committed to improving the health and well-
being of residents of Indiana, Bloomington, and the nine surrounding counties in our service area. Given these
factors | am confident that the Indiana Health Network will prove beneficial to Indiana’s health care providers
and ultimately patients through improved access to broadband that will enable increased utilization of telehealth
applications.

The Indiana Health Network would provide an innovative approach to address the needs of Indiana’s health
care providers and ultimately the patients that they serve, as well as providing a means for all of Indiana’s
health care providers to share vital information. In addition, funding through the Federal Communications
Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also promises to bring high speed connectivity to many of
Indiana’s rural communities that currently have little or no access to this resource, which would promote the
economic development of these Indiana small towns and rural communities.

Realizing the potential impact of this project your sincere consideration regarding funding is appreciated.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter please feel free to contact me at (812) 353-9555 or via
e-mail at mmoore@bloomingtonhospitall.org.

Sincerely,

N

ark E. Moore. Président/CEC
Bloomington Hospital

Achvanctng Medicine Exhancing rtealth
{s o



May 4,2007

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Secretary Dortch,

The Bloomington E-Health Collaborative is pleased to support the Indiana Rural Health Association and the
multiple organizations from across the State of Indiana that have partnered to develop an application for funding
under the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program.

The Bloomington E-Health Collaborative is a community-based organization leading the health information
exchange (HIE) effort on behalf of healthcare stakeholders in Monroe and surrounding counties in South
Central Indiana. | am confident that the /ndiana Health Network will prove beneficial to Indiana’s health care
providers and ultimately patients through improved access to broadband that will enable increased utilization of
telehealth applications.

The Indiana Health Network would provide an innovative approach to address the needs of Indiana’s health
care providers and ultimately the patients that they serve, as well as providing a means for all of Indiana’s
health care providers to share vital information. In addition, funding through the Federal Communications
Commissions’ Rural Health Care Pilot Program also promises to bring high speed connectivity to many of
Indiana’s rural communities that currently have little or no access to this resource, which would promote the
economic development of these Indiana small towns and rural communities.

Realizing the potential impact of this project your sincere consideration regarding funding is appreciated.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter please feel free to contact me at (812) 353-4025 or via
e-mail at trowland@bloomingtonhospital .org.

Sincerely,

Todd Rowland, M.D.
Executive Director
Bloomington E-Health Collaborative
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www. internet2.edu

May 2, 2007

Shawna Girgis

Executive Director

Indiana Rural Health Association
2900 West 16™ Street

Bedford, IN47421

Dear Ms. Girgis:

On behalf of Internet2, | am pleased to write in support of the proposal that the
Indiana Rural Health Association (IRHA) will be submitting in responseto the
Federal Communication Commission's Rural Health Care Support Mechanism, WE
Docket No. 02-60.

IRHA appears to be well positioned to provide enhanced access to underserved
Indiana Missouri regions. With 35 Critical Access Hospitals and over 50 Rural
Health Clinics, IRHA will be positioned to improve the health and well-being of rural
patients through telehealth (applications, including telemedicine, health information
exchange, distance educaticn and training, public health surveillance, emergency
preparedness, and trauma system development. IRHA will contribute to the
improvement of healthcare :statewide through remote diagnosis and treatment, and
the use of Internet2’s high bandwidth network providing access to unmatched
content and support.

The proposal will utilize the new Internet2 Network and the regional networks to
expand the telehealth infrastructure and provide high speed connections to all
participants. By incorporating Internet2’s middleware, security, and performance
measurement tools, it also will provide secure exchange of medical records, permit
remote access to expert diagnosis and treatment, increase cost-efficiencies by
reducing costs associated with travel, and enhance training and research
collaboration with secure multi-site videoconferencing. The use of Internet2’s
network not only will provide an effective, secure, and system for statewide and
national telehealth and telemedicine, but also will ensure that training and other
integrated resources will be incorporated to optimize the network's utility. In doing
so, the regional network that will be created will facilitate the exchange of reliable
data, and digital image, voice, and video transmissions with quality to enhance
real-time clinical consultation.



May 3, 2007
Page 2

Internet2 is the foremost U.S. advanced networking consortium. Led by the
research and education community since 1996, Internet2 promotes the missions of
its members by providing both leading-edge network capabilities and unique
partnership opportunities that together facilitate the development, deployment and
use of revolutionary Internet technologies. The Internet2 Network and its member
community innovations in middleware, security, educational networking, and
partnerships with premier federal agencies such as NIH are uniquely positioned to
deliver high performance, flexible, low-cost connectivity in support of healthcare
needs on a sustained basis cn the local, regional, state, and national levels. Inthe
process, these partnerships are likely to expand technological capabilities, increase
the range of geographical access to sophisticated treatment modalities, and
redefine the parameters of disease diagnosis, treatment, and management.

We are pleased to offer our support for this initiative, which will enhance the
provision of regional telehealth and telemedicine services.

Sincerely,

Douglas E. Van Houweling
President and CEO, Internet2
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April 25. 2007

{ommission’s Sceretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Commumications Comentssion
236 Massachusctts Avenue, NE, Suite 110
Waghington, 130 20002

Dear Scerctary Dorich,

1 would like to express my support for the indiuna Rural Lealth Associatdon’s (IR1A)
application o the Federal Communications Commissions’ Rura) Health Care Pilot Program.

[1i order (@ improve the health und well-being of Indiana's reral residents, JRHA has partnered
with multiple organizations from across owr sate (o develop the propased Indiana ffealth
Nerwork. "fhis network will suppont the state-wide installation of hroadband connegtion to heafth
care providers for the purposes of increasing the wilization of telchonlth applications. Asa
result, rural patients will berabile to roueive medical care in their own conimunites, which witl
improve aceess 10 quality health care and cnhance continuily of care. In addition to inproving
access for patients, (his now network will incrense the availability of information and services
that are key 1o reducing the serwe of isolation for rural health care providers.

A dedicated broadband heulth network is eritical 1w our efforts w0 expand our capabilitics in
welemedicive. health information exchange. distance education and training, public heafth
surveillanee, emergency preparedness, and rrauma system dovelupment. In addition, funding
through the Federal Communications Commissions™ Rurnl Health Care Pilol Program alsa
promises 1o bring high spoad conseetivily to many of Tndiana’s neral communilics that cursently
have little or no access to (bis resource. Consequently, the development of the Indtona Health
Nework will also be o vital component to advancing the cconomic development of Indiana's
small towns and rursl communitics,

1 appreciate your sincere eonsideration of IRHA's application, If you should kave any guestions
reparding this matler pieasc leel [ree 1o congact me or my staff,

Sincerely,

Senator Evan Bavh
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STATECF INDIANA Mitchell E Daniels, Jr.
OFFICE (OF THE GOVERNCOR Governor
State House, Second Floox

Indianapols, Indiana 46204

April 27, 2007

Dear Senator Ford:

The State of Indiana is committed 10 working with the indiana Rura Health Association
and its partnors (o apply for grant fundinig from the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) via the Rural Health Care Pilot Program. if awarded, funding for this program
would support the' development of an Indiane Health Network that would fund the
installation of broadband connection to health care providers across the state for the
purpeses of increasing the utilization of tcichealth applications,

A number of key stakeholders representing the health care, telehealth, and
telecommunications commumities bave been working closcly with wpresemtatives of state
government to develop a grant application. The state will commit to working with the
other partiers in the grant application to secure the 15 percent local maich required by the
FCC. Among the possible sourcos of funds that can be pursued are:
« Existimg state general fund revenue
= Other federal grant funding reccived by state agencies including but not finmvited
1o the Indiana State Department of Health, Family and Sotial Services
Administration, and the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs
s  Private telecommunications firny that compete for and win conteaets under this
pilot program
Health care providers that receive broadband services as 2 result of the grant
s Foundations or phitantropic organizations
Local governments

To ensure this initiative is sustainable and that all partners are invested in and dedicatcd
0 its suceess, the state bolioves it is imporiant that the match roquirement be sharcd
appropriately among the grant's beneficiaries.

Sincerely,

ol by

Neil Picke
Senior Policy Director
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Mariene H. Dortch, Secrtary

Office of the Secrelnry

Federal Communications Commission
236 Masgachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 110
Washington, DC 20002

Dear Secretary Dortch:

I'm writing to you to express West Central Community Hospital's commitment to the Indiana
Health Network's project being planned in respopse to the Federal Commupications
Commission's Rural Health Care Pilot Program.

West Centra] Community Hospital is 8 twenty-five {25) bed Critical Access Hospital in rural
Vermillion County Indians, that serves the healtheare peeds of residents of both Parkes and
Vermillion Counties in Indiana. Our misgion to provide and improve saccess to healtheare
services, especially for oux aging population will be strengthened tirough collahoration with
other healtheare providers throughout the State of Indiana. Improved access to broadband asd
copnectivity will be-critical to achieve telehealth applications, The Indiana Health Network
prajeet will provide the venue 10 achieve this for Endisna's rural health care praviders and
uitinsatcly for owr rural patients.

West Centrel Community Hospital services many of our clderly population who cantot or will
not drive in the larger cities for healthcare, We also have no public cansportation available for
our residents 1o keep specialty physician appoinmoents. Thess issues, coupled with shortages of
some speciaities or sub-specialties have created problems with timely access (o care.
Ioplementation of the Indiana Health Network would assist West Central Community Hospitak
to access more telelealth consults timely for patients experiencing acute M1, CVA's and would
allow more rapid transpoission of tadiology images for proropt treatment asd response,

Given the benefits that broadband end connectivity would make available to our rural heafth
providers, and ultimately our rural patients in fmproving timely access and improving patient
outcomes for cate, West Central Comounity Hospital is committed to pactivipation in the
network. We would comumit to connecting to the network, commit to utilizing the network to
enbance our PACS capabilities, commit fo video conferences for physician and siaff training
opporiunities ag well as telebealth consuitation as avajlable, We are also willing to participate in
petwork planning activities or othor activities for the project as appropiate,

H01 3OUTH MAUN STREET, CLRNTON, (N APBK2
TELEPHOME: (765) B3-1134  FAX: (745} 431-1942
AFRER Iy T G HOERTAL HEALTH GRGUP -
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LETTER, MARLENE H. DORTCH, SECRETARY
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
(Cont,, Page )

The patients and physicians of our local rural community hospital would benefit preatly, West
Central Community Hospital anticipates reasonable monthly fees would be assessed for high
speed broadband access smd use of the health care network for telebeatth applications and their
development and implementation. We would also be willing to provide our staff's expertise to
the project for successfid implometitation of netwark activities.

Your sincere considerstion regading funding for the Indiena Health Network. is greatly
appreciated, especially given the potential impact for bealth care providers and residents of reral
Indiena to improve access and care.

If you have any qmzstion_sl, please feel free 1o contact me at 765-832-1203 or vis eanail at

WCHTLHAUHHG.ORLG.
Sincerely,

Texrj Hill

Adminisirator

THA R



